Switchgear Committee


Administrative Subcommittee


Meeting Minutes


22 May 2001  Charleston, SC





Meeting called to order by Alec Monroe.





Introductions





Agenda Items





Switchgear meeting schedule - Potential conflicts with PES General Meetings.





The first full week of May for 03 and 04 was proposed for PES General meeting.   What will Switchgear Comm do?  The Switchgear Committee will not meet with PES general meeting.   





POST MEETING NOTE:  The PES later changed the Annual meeting to be the first part of June starting in 2004.  It will be held in July in 2003.  The Switchgear Committee still may have to adjust it’s meeting schedule to avoid conflicts with the new PES meetings schedule.





PES review article on the Switchgear Committee will be published in the July 2001 issue.





Cooperation with IEC where it makes sense.





Tom Tobin made a presentation on a proposal to look at adopting IEC standards for certain types of equipment and write exception clauses for North American practice where necessary.  (See Attachment for presentation).  He suggested we look at the standards developed by IEEE and IEC and decide which ones are the dominant standards.  Suggests IEC has better standard for circuit breakers and that we adopt it and modify for US use.  IEEE has dominant Reclosers and Generator Circuit Breaker standards.





Comments by Chuck Wagner:  





Likes harmonization but would like to continue to have separate IEEE documents.





Comments by Nigel McQuinn:  





Advocates circulating drafts through STLNA to make labs aware of revisions to get comments back to WG for testing requirements.  Several documents have been reviewed.  Tom Tobin says that still gives you 2 documents.  Nigel says other countries who participate in IEC will take an IEC document and make deletions and additions to it to create a country document.  Euro-norm took IEC694 and added exception clauses for Belgium and became a European standard.  US does not have organizational setup to do documents in this manner.  Harmonization has been viewed by some as taking IEC at face value, but many countries don’t accept IEC as is.  





Comments by Roy Alexander:





Do you have to have only US members on IEEE WGs?  Tom suggests the current IEEE and C37 process  continue to be used.





Comments by Naeem Ahmad:





IEEE has adopted other documents from other Standards writing bodies.





Comments by Alex Dixon:





Cost of IEC documents are high and not many IEEE US members are familiar with IEC standards.  Tom says you can get a copy of the standard if you are a WG member or part of the US TAG.  Naeem Ahmad says IEEE can provide copies of IEC documents for WG members involved in standards revisions.





Comments by Steve Lambert:





If you accept IEC 56 then you need to develop the application guide in parallel.  





Comments by John Brunke:





CIGRE WG is doing an application guide for IEC 56 which should be done in about a year.  Chuck Wagner commented that it isn’t as application guide like what IEEE does, it is more like an explanation guide.





Comments by Tim Royster:





How do you introduce this change to the end user who has many IEEE standards.  There would have to be a transition for users to familiarize themselves with the new process and documents.   





Question by Roy Alexander:





Rationalization, what is meant by that?  Tobin:  The development of the standards, not the standards themselves.





Comments by Ted Burse:





Users can specify anything you want.





Comments by Alec Monroe:





The Switchgear Committee could do a committee paper to explain what we do.





Comments by Bill Long:





Most people have too much to do.  There’s a need for ADSCOM to set the direction for future standards development, and present that to the main committee.  





Comments by Tom Tobin:





Each subcommittee should look at the standards they are responsible for and determine if it’s a dominant standard and set up action plan based on the findings.   





Comments by Alex Dixon: 





Where would the largest growth be in the world, and what standard would they use.  Depends on who gives them the money, but probably IEC is recognized more than IEEE for power equipment.





Comments by Chuck Wagner:





Doesn’t like using exceptions in country standards to get harmonization.  Likes the current process of joint WGs with IEC.   Tom Tobin commented the exceptions can be used as the basis for changing the IEC document.





Comments by Nigel McQuin:





IEC doesn’t work on consensus basis.  Some countries will vote negative and their reasons will be turned into their country standard.  And you can use these to try and convince other countries to agree with your position.





Comments by Keith Gray : 





Should decide on action to take based on Tom Tobins proposal.





Question by Roy Alexander:





Asked for Subcommittee Chairs opinions.





Alex Dixon:  HVS decided to bring everything into one document as a first step to looking at further harmonization with IEC.  Does not want to have something mandated by ADSCOM until the group discusses.





Bill Long:  Discussion on agenda for HVCB subcommittee meeting





ADSCOM made the directive to Subcommittees to review their standards based on the proposal by Tom Tobin.





Comment by Alan Storms:





IEEE Common Clauses is going to cover everything in Switchgear, where IEC 694 has nothing for low voltage





Increased emphasis on maintenance, wear and life extension issues.  





Roy Alexander:  Most emphasis has been on new equipment.  With an aging infrastructure there’s needs to be guidance on these issues.   





Steve Lambert:  Ties in with NETA documents on testing of circuit breakers.  Thought NETA documents are not very useful documents.  Not very well defined or specific.  





Roy Alexander:  If a group like IEEE doesn’t take a position on this it could be mandated by regulatory bodies.





John Brunke:  CIGRE and EPRI has does some work on diagnostics and life extension.  





Alan Storms:  Equipment is built for known service conditions.  Field service organizations have a better feel for maintenance.





Dean Sigmon:  Doesn’t think IEEE can write maintenance type guides.  EPRI is contracting with companies to write information on specific types of equipment.





Steve Lambert:  Liability issues have to be considered.





Proposal for Subcommittees to look within their groups for specific needs in this area and where the group can provide useful guidance in this area.





There is a document for electrical equipment maintenance, ANSI/NFPA 70B.





Electronic Balloting Experience (Naeem Ahmad)  (See Attached Presentation)





Started last year as pilot project, but now the committee has a choice.   Have to have email address and access to web for electronic balloting.  





Transformers Committee first went through the ballot pool and updated the email addresses before they initiated an electronic ballot.  





Switchgear needs to clean up the email addresses.  Individuals can change the information.  





Made some indication that the WG would be responsible for converting to pdf format, but you have to have the software.  That’s a concern for our Committee.





Any comments on specific ballots should be sent to Steve Kahofer.








Development of a guide for acceptance and field-testing of Switchgear.





Technical Council feels we should have taken a more active role in this area instead of letting NETA fill the void.  Starting point could be the comments made on the NETA document by Switchgear Committee members.  





Request Subcommittee Chairs to ask for interested members to be involved and/or head up the effort.








Technical Council





Two new PES coordinating committees(CC) (Switchgear will need representatives on these CCs)


Emerging technologies CC


Policy development CC (things with societal impact)





Need to update the Switchgear Committee Organizations and Procedures manual 





Publications - Transactions





Roy Capra - 





Conference papers go to Vice-Chair


Transactions papers go to Ray Capra who then forwards them to Subcommittee Chairs, or their representative, to handle peer review.  








Subcommittee Updates





Education, Recognition and Publication





Ray Capra as Transactions editor was added to ERP.


ERP will develop electronic member profiles.





High Voltage Fuses  





No ADSCOM issues





High Voltage Switches 





Successful electronic ballot on C37.34, .35 and .38.  Had several suggestions for changing IEEE electronic balloting process.  





High Voltage Circuit Breakers





Q&R WG document on circuit breaker monitoring(IEEE C37.10.1) is available in pdf format, but not in paper at the moment.





Low Voltage Switchgear Devices





4 active Working Groups





Reclosers and Other Distribution Equipment





Three working groups are currently active:


General update to the recloser standards C37.60 and C37.61, Chaired by Dave Stone


Revision to the capacitor switch standard C37.66, Chaired by Harry Hirz


Combining the subsurface and pad-mounted standards C37.71, .72 & .73 into one standard (to be designated as C37.74), Chaired by Dave Stone.





Standard C37.71 (subsurface switches) is currently going through the balloting procedures.





Switchgear Assemblies





Editorial board dropped off all references to English units in a document that SA submitted.  





Naeem Ahmad said English units can be put in footnotes and annexes





Exceptions to metrication can be requested through Bruce Barrows Standards Coordinating Committee 14.











ADSCOM WGs





Common clauses





Next draft will be sent out.





Need comparison between IEEE and IEC symbols





C37.59





During the time since the last meeting at Ft Lauderdale, a switchgear ballot of Draft 14 resulted in eight negatives and a large number of editorial suggestions. Most negatives dealt with interlocking requirements associated with contactor replacement of breaker conversions. Draft 16 evolved which will be discussed at Charleston with the intent of balloting the D17 result with the ballot pool.








Capacitor switching





Meets Wednesday








NEW BUSINESS





ASC C37 is revising procedures manual.  Revision still has the ability of a delegation, such as IEEE, to veto a document.  We need to have a position written from the Switchgear Committee delegation.





Officers will decide if Dean  Sigmon, as the Chair of the IEEE Delegation, will ballot the Switchgear Committee for this position.  


























