MINUTES





TO:	MEMBERS OF USNC TAG SC17A, HIGH VOLTAGE SWITCHGEAR & CONTROLGEAR



SUBJECT:	MINUTES FOR THE SC17A TAG MEETING OF 4 October 2001

Place Of Meeting:	Hotel Loews Le Concorde

Quebec, Canada

Dates & Times:	Thursday, 4 October 2001

	11:30 PM – 5:00 PM

Presiding Officer:	Ruben Garzon, Chairman

NEMA Staff:	Ken Gettman

703-841-3254



ATTENDEES

Roy Alexander	PPL Electric Utilities

Pete Dwyer	General Electric

Bill Long	Cutler-Hammer

Nigel McQuin	Electrical Power Consultant

Alec Monroe	USCO Power Equipment Corp.

Jeff Nelson	Tennessee Valley Authority

Kirk Smith	Cutler-Hammer

Mel Smith	Siemens PT & D

Alan Storms				Consultant



Gentlemen,



	The following provides the minutes for the subject meeting [All documents are available on the NEMA Forum under “IEC Technical Advisory Group” and then “SC17A” or “SC17C” as appropriate.  Contact Ken Gettman for access assistance.]:



Agenda

	The agenda published with the meeting notice was reviewed and accepted with no additions.



Membership

	Attendees were asked to review the membership roster for corrections and to add their name if they desire to become a member of the Technical Advisory Group.



Approval of Minutes

	The minutes of the 24 May 2001 meeting in Charleston were approved.



Review of any issues on IEC documents:

	The members once again discussed the need for the US to submit comments and work with other National Committees to have any hope for having an effect on the outcome of any documents.  This requires individuals to review the documents and develop material that addresses the US concerns and provide that information in the process of developing the US position.



	17A/605/CDV – revision of IEC 60420 

-	Discussed that the CDV stage is the last opportunity to submit technical comments for consideration in the modification of the proposal before the FDIS stage voting to determine whether the draft will become published as an International Standard.  Voting can be: (1) approval; (2) approval with comments (editorial or minor technical); (3) negative with a requirement to submit technical comments; or, (4) abstain.

-	Since the closing date for voting on this document was 5 October, it was reported that an approval vote with editorial comments was submitted.



	17A/611/INF – Compilation of comments on TC33 document for grading capacitors

-	this document had been provided solely for information.



	17A/612A/MT – Maintenance team information for IEC 61233

-	Information only, Kirk Smith is the only US participant.



	17A/613A/MT – Maintenance team information for IEC 61166

-	Information only, R. Fronk is the only US participant.



	17A/614A/MT – Maintenance team information for IEC 60694

-	Information only, the US nominated the following individuals to participate:

Hugh Ross, Carl Schneider, Alan Storms.



	17A/615/RVN – Results of voting on proposal for IEC 62271-301: TRV parameters for high-voltage switchgear and controlgear for rated voltages above 1 kV and less than 100 kV

-	Project was approved.



	17A/616/RVC – Results of voting on proposal for IEC 62271-308: High-voltage alternating current circuit-breakers – guide for asymmetrical short-circuit breaking test duty T100a.

-	Project was approved

	

	17A/617/FDIS – Amendment to IEC 62271-102: high-voltage alternating current disconnectors and earthing switches

-	Voting is due on 9 November 2001.

	

17C/266/CD – Draft revision of IEC 60298: AC metal-enclosed switchgear and controlgear for rated voltages above 1 kV and up to and including 52 kV

	Comments were due on 12 October; they were distributed when submitted to USNC.

	There was significant objection to the proposed removal of the term “metal clad” from the definitions and other portions of the document.  Comments also addressed: the use of the word “impossible” in relation to the application of interlocks for access prevention; requirements for removable parts; specifications indicating that manufacturers must design for absolute protection; and a variety of editorial items.



	17C/269/NP – Proposal for standardization of communication for protection, control and monitoring of high-voltage switchgear and assemblies.

-	Voting is due on 7 December 2001.

-	Responses should include suggested vote, comments on proposal and nominees.

	

17C/271/CC – compilation of comments on draft revision of IEC 60517: Gas-insulated metal-enclosed switchgear for rated voltages of 72.5 kV and above.

	Information only

	

	17C/272/CD – Draft revision of IEC 60517 based on comments of 17C/271/CC.

	Comments are due on 14 November 2001.



17C/273/CDV – revision of IEC 61166

	Voting and comments due on 7 January 2002.



	CA/2077/RV – report of voting on proposal to set up Committee of Action ad hoc group to produce harmonized technical characteristics and terminology for substation equipment

	Approval was given to the establishment of the group with a number of countries nominating experts.  The US and Sweden voted against but 10 others approved.

	Given the approval, the US members may wish to nominate an individual to participate as an expert on this ad hoc.  Nominees should be forwarded to Ken Gettman.



	CA/2094/INF – Establishment of IEC TC 109: Insulation coordination for low-voltage equipment after separation of SC 28A from TC 28.

	This separation removes any connection the US had with TC 28 for high-voltage insulation coordination since the US only participated in SC 28A.  Members had been requested to consider supporting US P-member participation in TC 28 but there was no support within this committee.  It was suggested that contact be made with the US TAGs for Transformers and Over-voltage Protection Devices.



Electronic Voting

Members are strongly encouraged to submit suggested votes and comments via electronic means, especially by use of the NEMA Forum.



TAG Strategy

There was a discussion of the possibility, given typically limited attendance at the TAG meeting of conducting the TAG activities only by e-mail, conference call, and web-based collaborative editing [WebEx] meetings.  It was noted that some individuals still prefer in-person meetings where multiple document sharing or viewing may be easier with paper or multiple computers.



Future meetings

There was agreement to continue to have the TAG meeting in conjunction with the IEEE PES/Switchgear meeting.

	- Next meeting will be on 2 May 2002 in Newport, Rhode Island at the Newport Marriott Hotel.  Further details to be announced.



Sincerely,





Ken Gettman

Manager, International Standards

tel 703-841-3254		fax 703-841-3354		e-mail ken_gettman@nema.org





cc:	J. Collins

�USNC Rules for Voting on IEC Document

[excerpted from USNC Rules of Procedure]



D6.6 *Guidelines for Determining a U.S. Voting Position

The development of a U.S. position with regard to voting on international documents is a matter of great complexity. Firm rules for casting affirmative votes, negative votes, or abstentions would be presumptuous and unworkable in many cases. However, efforts should be made to achieve consistency in the perceived conduct of the United States as a participant in international, non-treaty standards development. Toward that end, guidelines for determining a voting position are included herein in order to provide direction toward a consistent voting policy. These guidelines cannot cover all of the factors which must be considered in determining the U.S. vote. They do, however, represent generally accepted principles which should be applied to normal situations.



D6.6.1 If there is an existing U.S. national standard (i.e. an American National Standard or, in the absence of an American National Standard, another standard generally accepted within the United States) and -

a) If the national standard can be considered equivalent 4 to the requirements in the international document, vote affirmative

b) If the international document includes different, additional, or more stringent requirements than are in the national standard and the U.S. consensus indicates that such requirements are:

1) acceptable and should be considered for inclusion in the national standard (see section D6.7.2), vote affirmative, or

2) not acceptable, vote negative

c) If the national standard includes different, additional, or more stringent requirements than are in the international document and the U.S. consensus indicates that such requirements:

1) should be modified in accordance with the international document, (see section D6.7.2) vote affirmative, or 

2) must be maintained, vote negative, or

3) must be maintained, but the proposed document is considered to represent the best agreement which can be reached at the present time from an international point of view, vote Abstain with a statement that the U.S. cannot modify its national standard for stated reasons



D6.6.2 If no national standard exists and -

a) If U.S. consensus establishes that the international document is:

1) technically acceptable and could be used as basis for the development of a national standard, vote affirmative, or

2) not technically acceptable, vote negative

b) If the international document is of little or no interest to the U.S., abstain

c) If the international document unnecessarily creates a barrier to domestic or international trade or impedes innovation or technical progress, vote negative



D6.6.3 Regardless of whether or not a national standards exists - If no U.S. consensus has been established, abstain.



D6.6.4 The U.S. vote, if negative, must be accompanied by reasons and supporting information such as technical data and logical argument. Also, any known exceptions and/or additions that will be required to conform with U.S. safety practices or regulations shall be noted.



D6.6.5 Exceptions. Exceptions to the above stated voting guidelines should be carefully considered.
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