Underground Switchgear WG (C37.74)  

May 19, 2008, 8 AM Meeting, Orlando FL

· Steve Meiners, the working group chair, opened the meeting with welcome to all attending.  

· There were 18 members and 10 guests in attendance.  We have one new member to the WG this was an addition at this meeting.  Copy of the attendance list is attached to the minutes of the meeting.

· Meeting began with introduction, circulation of roster, and presentation of the (5) IEEE Patent By-Laws clause and inappropriate topics slides.  A copy of this will be attached to the minutes when sent.  

· Review of last meeting minutes were shown by Ambrose.  Minutes were approved.

Highlights are given following from the meeting and standard discussions.

· Discussion on Table 1 first line headings.  Removing the first row headers make sense since it then conforms to C37.100.1 and C37.60 standards for constancy.  Adopt C37.100.1.

· Stone commented that he had submitted a document that was modified to conform to C37.100.1 that the WG has not been provided.  We should be working on that.  Meiners acknowledged that these will be sent to WG and will be used as the outline for our continuing work.  

· A comment was made that the 60 Hz Dielectric test requirements for IEEE 386 rated connectors should reflect the lower test values because of the standards.

Discussion centered on history that the rubber products fail.  Argument is that the product rating has been this way for 40 years and we should not change.  Utilities are not comfortable testing at a lower voltage.  One suggestion is that a note be stated that these values may exceed rubber goods standards.  Wording was found in C37.60 that covered if entrance connections cannot withstand then labs can use other items.  It was suggested to import 6.2.2 item b) from C37.60 into C37.74.

· A comment on Table 5 limits of the temperature was made.  It was recommended to strike line 1 because it conflicts with line 3.  Discussion indicated that this should be within C37.100.1.  Will need to look at C37.100.1’s table and see if that should be adopted into C37.74.

· Reference of 1247 errors in Notes and text of document should be removed because 1247 has been fixed.

· 6.7.2.1 states  “… at voltage levels equal to or greater than those specified”.  Suggestion was to change this to as specified in …  Comment was made that C37.100.1 has a tolerance rating.  We need to cite that and this will satisfy this concern if we change it to “as specified in table 2”.

It was later discussed that the equal to or greater than needs to remain to allow the manufacturer to use test report from higher rating to apply to lower.  The STLNA will discuss this on Tuesday night and get back to this group on how to test at non-preferred ratings.

· Talking on Table A.1, the rms factor is on the full first cycle per Marcel on how he built the annex.  The peak factor is the peak asymmetrical current, the peak value of the first major loop divided by the rms symmetrical value of the current.  This is not the same as the rms cycle since peak factor uses the peak, not the rms value.  This was a transitional annex.  It is recommended to remove the last two columns from here in.  Marcel will rework the annex and send it to Steve Meiners.  Other groups talk in asymmetric rms so we may not want to drop this.

· Steve will circulate the renumbered copy of standard from Dave and given here are the assignments by section to prepare draft proposal to harmonize by exception to C37.100.1 common clauses the text.  

Section Assignments.

Section 1, 2, 3, 5 – Steve Meiners (Table 5 Jim Swank)

Section 4 – Ray Capra & Don Martin

Section 6 – Chuck Ball

Section 7 – Nenad Uzelac 

Section 8 & 9 – Ed Jankowich (Jim Swank – grounding 9.1)

These assignments are to be completed by end of June and returned to Meiners.  The assignment is to propose draft wording to harmonize to C37.100.1 where applicable and also follow C37.60 where possible.  Submit your work to Meiners in Word format Meiners will work into the draft copy created by Dave.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 AM

Minutes respectfully submitted by Frank DeCesaro, Chris Ambrose, Steve Meiners.

Participants, Patents, and Duty to Inform
All participants in this meeting have certain obligations under the IEEE-SA Patent Policy.  Participants: 
· “Shall inform the IEEE (or cause the IEEE to be informed)” of the identity of each “holder of any potential Essential Patent Claims of which they are personally aware” if the claims are owned or controlled by the participant or the entity the participant is from, employed by, or otherwise represents

· “Personal awareness” means that the participant “is personally aware that the holder may have a potential Essential Patent Claim,” even if the participant is not personally aware of the specific patents or patent claims

· “Should inform the IEEE (or cause the IEEE to be informed)” of the identity of “any other holders of such potential Essential Patent Claims” (that is, third parties that are not affiliated with the participant, with the participant’s employer, or with anyone else that the participant is from or otherwise represents)

· The above does not apply if the patent claim is already the subject of an Accepted Letter of Assurance that applies to the proposed standard(s) under consideration by this group


Quoted text excerpted from IEEE-SA Standards Board Bylaws subclause 6.2
· Early identification of holders of potential Essential Patent Claims is strongly encouraged

· No duty to perform a patent search
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Patent Related Links
All participants should be familiar with their obligations under the IEEE-SA Policies & Procedures for standards development.

Patent Policy is stated in these sources:



IEEE-SA Standards Boards Bylaws


http://standards.ieee.org/guides/bylaws/sect6-7.html#6



IEEE-SA Standards Board Operations Manual


http://standards.ieee.org/guides/opman/sect6.html#6.3

Material about the patent policy is available at 



http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-material.html

If you have questions, contact the IEEE-SA Standards Board Patent Committee Administrator at patcom@ieee.org or visit http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/index.html 
This slide set is available at http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-slideset.ppt 
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Call for Potentially Essential Patents
· If anyone in this meeting is personally aware of the holder of any patent claims that are potentially essential to implementation of the proposed standard(s) under consideration by this group and that are not already the subject of an Accepted Letter of Assurance: 
· Either speak up now or

· Provide the chair of this group with the identity of the holder(s) of any and all such claims as soon as possible or

· Cause an LOA to be submitted
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Other Guidelines for IEEE WG Meetings
· All IEEE-SA standards meetings shall be conducted in compliance with all applicable laws, including antitrust and competition laws. 
· Don’t discuss the interpretation, validity, or essentiality of patents/patent claims. 

· Don’t discuss specific license rates, terms, or conditions.

· Relative costs, including licensing costs of essential patent claims, of different technical approaches may be discussed in standards development meetings. 

· Technical considerations remain primary focus
· Don’t discuss or engage in the fixing of product prices, allocation of customers, or division of sales markets.

· Don’t discuss the status or substance of ongoing or threatened litigation.

· Don’t be silent if inappropriate topics are discussed … do formally object.
See IEEE-SA Standards Board Operations Manual, clause 5.3.10 and “Promoting Competition and Innovation: What You Need to Know about the IEEE Standards Association's Antitrust and Competition Policy” for more details.
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New FAQ
12a. How should Working Groups handle Letters of Assurance when re-using portions of a non-IEEE standard in a [Proposed] IEEE Standard?


The Working Group Chair shall initiate a request for a Letter of Assurance from holders of potential Essential Patent Claims when re-using portions of an existing non-IEEE standard in a [Proposed] IEEE Standard. Any patent letters of assurance (or patent declarations) given to the developer of the non-IEEE standard cannot be stated to also apply to the [Proposed] IEEE Standard. In addition, there are specific requirements that must be incorporated into an IEEE Letter of Assurance in order for it to have the possibility of becoming an Accepted IEEE Letter of Assurance.
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